wA LETTER OF THE AV- 
chors,expounding his whole intention in the 
courſe of this worke : which for that it giueth preat 


. "I 
I1ght to the Reader, for the better vnderſtanding is here- 


ynto annexed. | 


To the right noble and valorons, Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh, Knight, LosWardein of the Stanneries, & 


her MaieFties Lientenaunt of the Countie of Cornewayll. 


IR, knowing how doubtfully all Alle- 
2ories may be conſtrued, and this booke 
of mine, which I have enticuled 7 he Faery 
2 neene, being a continued Aliegorie, or 
yf darke conceit, I haue thought good , as 
well for auoyding of icalous opinions & 
miſcoaſtructions, as allo for your better 
I] {ighr in reading thereof, (bcing {o by you 
commaunded) to diicouer vnto you the 
SENDS. $A 'f gencrall intention and meaning, which in 
SAL SS il che whole courſe thereof I hauc faſhio- 

— Aned, wichoutexpreſsing of any parcicular 

=  purpoſesor by-accidents therein occaſio- 
ned. Thegcnerall end therefore of all the booke, is to faſhion a gentleman 
or noble perſon in vertuous and gemtle diſcipline. VVhich for thac I concei- 
ued ſhould be moſt plauſible and pleaſing, beeing coloured with an hiftort- 
call fiction, the which the moſt part of men delight to read, rather for varie- 
tie of matter, then for profit ofthe enſample: I chole the hiſtorte of King 
Arthare; as moſt fit for the excellencie of hisperſon, beeing made famous 
by many mens former workes, andalſo furtheſt from the danger of enuie, 
and ſuſpicion of preſent time. In which I haue followed all theanitique Po- 
ets hiſtoricall: firſt Homer, who inthe perſons of Agamemnonand 7ly//es, 


hath enſampled a good Gouernourand a vertuous man, the one in his = 
T. the 


The Authors Intention, 


a. A. 


theother in his 0dyſes : then Yirgil, whoſe like intention was rodoe inthe 
perſon of Aenews : after him Ario#o compriſed them both in his Orlande: 
and lately Taſſo diſſeuered them againe, and formed both parrsintwo per- 
ſons, namely, thar part which they in Philoſophy call Ethice, or vertues of 
a priuare man, coloured in his Rinaldo : The other named Politice in his 
Godfredo. By enlample of which excellent Poers, Ilabourto pourtraitin 
rthure, before hewas King, theimage ofa braue Knight , perfeted in 
che rwelue private morall vertues,as Ari#ofle hath deuiſed, the which is 
the purpoſe of theſe firſt rwelue bookes : which if I find to be well accepted, 
I may beperhaps encouraged, to frame the other part of policike vertues in 
his perſon, after that he came to bee King. 

To ſomel knowe this merhod will ſeemediſpleaſant , which had rather 
haue good diſcipline deliu ered plainly in way of precepts, or ſermoned ar 
large, as they vſe,then thus clowdily enwrapped in Allegoricalldeuiſes. Bur 
ſuch , mee {eeme, ſhould beſatisfied with the vſe of theſe dayes, ſecing all 
things accounted by their ſhowes, and nothingeſteemed of, thatis not de- 
lighcfull and pleaſing rocommon {enſe. For this caule is Xenophon prefer- 
red before Plato, for that the one in the exquiſite depth of his iudgement, 
formedaCommon-wealth ſuch asic ſhould be ; bur the other, in the per- 
ſon of Cyr«s and the Perſians, faſhioned a gouernment ſuch as might beſt 
be : So much more profitable and gracious is doQrine by enſample, then 
by rule. So haucT laboured todoe in the perſon of Arthure : whom I con- 
cciue,after his long education by Timon (ro whom hee was by Merlin deli- 
uered tobe brought vp, lo ſoone as hee was borne of the Lady 1grayne) to 
haue ſeene inadreameor viſion the Faerie 2ueene, with whole excellent 
beaurie rauiſhed, heeawaking, reſolued to ſecke her out: and fo beeing by 
Merlin armed, and by Timon throughly inſtruted, he went to ſeek her forch 
in Faery Land. In that Faery Lucene, T mcaneglory in my generall inten- 
tion: but inmy particular, I conceiue the moſt excellent and glorious per- 
ſon of our foucraigne the Queene, and her kingdome in Faery Land. And 
yetin ſome placesclle, I doe otherwiſe ſhadow her. For conſidering ſhee 
beareth rwo perſons, theone of a moſt royall Queene or Empreſle, the 0- 
ther of a moſt vertuous and beaurifull Lady, this latter part in ſome places 
Idoe expreſſe in Beiphebe, faſhioning her Name according to your owne 
excellent conceitof Cynthia, (Phebe and Cynthia beeing both names of Di- 
ana.) So inthe perſon of Prince Arthare, I ſette foorth Magnificence in 
particular, which verrue, for that (according to AriFetleand the reſt) itis 
the perfe&tion of allthe reſt, and containethinir them all , therefore in the 
whole courſe I mention the deedes of Arthure appliable co that vertue, 
which I writeofin that Booke. Burofthe rwelue wn vertues, I make xii 
other Knighrs the Patrons, for rhe more varictie of the hiſtoric: Of which 
theſe three bookes containe three. The firſt, ofthe Knightof the Rederoſſe, 
in wh6 I expreſle Holineſſe : The ſccond of Sir Gayen, in whom I ſer foorth 

| Temperance : 


LIMI 


The Authors Intention, 


Temperance: The third of Britomarts,a Lady Knight, in whom I picture 
Chaztitie. Bur becauſe the beginning of the whole worke ſeemeth abru pr, 
and as depending vpon o:her antecedents, ic needs that yee know the oc- 
caſion ot rheie three Knights (euerall aduentures. For the methode of a 
Poec hiſtoricall, is noriuch as of an Hiſtoriographer, For an Hiſtoriogra- 
pher diſcourleth of affaires orderly as chey were done, accounting as well 
thetimesas the a&tions ;bur a Poerthruſteth inco the middeſt, euen where 
ir moſt concerneth him, and there recourſing co the things forepaſt, and 
diuining of things co come, makcth a pleaſing Analyſis of all. The begin- 
ning therefore of my hiſtorte, it ir were to be cold by an Hiſtortographer, 
ſhould be the twelfch booke, which 1s the lat; where I deuile thar the Faery 
Lueene kepthcr Annuall feaſt rwelue daies : vpon-which twelue ſeucrall 
dayes, the occaſions of the rwelue ſeuerall aduentures hapned , which bee- 
ing vndertaken by ewelue (eucrall Knights, are in thele twelue books ſeuc- 
rally handled and diſcourſed. ; Ba | 

The firſt was this: In che beginning of the feaſt, there preſenced himlelfe 
arall clowniſh young man, whofalling before the Zuecen of Faeries,deſired 
a boone (as the manner then was) which during char feaſt ſhe might notre- 
fuſe: which was, that hee might haue the archieuement of any aduenture, 
which duting thar feaſt ſhould happen ; that beeing granted, hereſted him- 
ſelfe on the floore, vnfic through his ruſticicie for a berter place. Soone af- 
tecrentred a faire Ladiein mourning weedes,riding on a white Afle, witha 
Dwarfebchind herleading a warlike ſteed,char bore the armes of a Knight, 
and hisſpearc in the Dwarfes hand. Shefalling before che 2 ueene of Fae- 
ries, complayned that herfarherand mother, an ancient King & Queene, 
had been by an huge Dragon many yeeres ſhur vp in a brazen Caſtle, who 
chence ſuffered them not to iſſue : and cherfore beloughr che Faery 2 weene 
coa(signe her ſome one of her Knights to rake on him that exployr. Pre- 
ſently that clowniſh perſon vpſtarting, delired tharaduenture: whercar the 
Queene much wondering, and the Lady much gaine-ſaying, ycthe earneſt 
ly imporcuned his deſire. In the end, the Lady told him, vnlefle thac Ar- 
mour which ſhee brought, would ſerue him (thar is, the armour of a Chri- 
ſtian man ſpecified by Saint Paul, v. Epheſ.) char hee could nor ſucceed in 
that enterpriſe: which becing forth-wich put vpon him with due furnicures 
therevnto, he ſeemed the goodlicſt man b5 all thar company , and was well 
liked of the Lady. And cftſooncs raking arſhim knighthood, & mounting 
on thar ſtrange Courler, hee went forth with her on char aducnture: vvhere 
beginnerh che firſt booke, viz. 

A gentle Knight was pricking on the Plaine, 9c. | 

The ſecond day there cameina Palmer bearing an Infanc wich bloodie 
hands, whoſe Parents he complainedto haue been flaine by an Enchunte- 
reſle called Acraſia : and therefore craued of the Faery Lucene , to appoint 
him ſome Knight, ro performe that aduencure, which becingalsigned co 


T 2. Sir 


The Authors Intention; 
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Sir Guy0n, he preſently went foorth with that ſame Palmer: which is the 
beginning of the ſecond booke and the whole ſubie& thereof. The third 
day there came ina Groome, who complained before the Faery Zacene, 
chata vile Enchaunter called Buſirape, had in hand a moſt faire Lady called 
Amoretta, whom he kept in moſt grieuous torment, becaule ſhe would nor 
yeeld him the pleaſure of her body. Whereupon Sir Sc#damenr the louer 
of that Lady preſently rookc on him that aduenture. Bur beeing vnable co 
performe it by reaſon of the hard Enchauntments, after long ſorrow, in the 
end met with Britomarts, wholuccoured him, and reskewed his loue. 

But by occaſion heereof, many otheraduenturesare intermedled, bur ra- 
ther as Accidents, then intendments: As, the loue of Britomart, the ouer- 
throw of Marinell, the milcrie of Florimell, the vertuouſneſle of Belphebe, 
the laſciuiouſnes of He/lenora, and many the like. 

Thus much Sir, I haue briefely oucr-run to dite&t your vnderſtanding to 
the wel-head of the Hiſtory,thar from thence gathering the whole intention 
of the conceit, ye may asin a handfull gripe all che diſcourſe, whichother- 
wiſe may happely ſceme tedious and confuled. So humbly craving thecon- 
tinuance of your honourable fauour rowards me, and th'eternall eſtabliſh- 
mentof your happines, I humbly rake leaue. 


23. Ianuarie, 158 9. 


Tours mo#t humbly affeFionate, 


Edam. Spenſer. 
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VISION VPON -THIS 
concett of the Faery Queene_. 


M E thoughtI ſaw the grauc where Laxra lay, % 
Wirhin that Temple, wherethe Veſtall flame 
Was wont to burne; and paſsing by that way, 
Toſcethatburied duſt of living fame, . 
Whoſe tombefaire Joue, and fairervertue kept, 
AllſuddenlyIlawthe Faery Queene : 
At whoſe approach-rhe ſoule of Perrarch wept, 
And from thence-forththoſe Graces werenotſeene: 
For they this Queene attended; in whole (teed 
Oblivion laid him downe on Laura: herle : 
Heereatthe hardeſt tones were ſeene to bleed, 

And rome of buried ghoſts the heavens didperſe. 
here Homers ſpright didtrembleall hi 


& A 


And curlt th'accelle of that celeltiall thiets 


| Another of the ſame. | 
HE praiſe of meaner wits this worke like profit brings, 
eA's doth the(,uckees ſong delight when Philumenaſongs. 
If thou haſt formed right true vertnes face heerein : 
Pertue her ſelfe can beſt diſcerne, to whom they written bins 
{f thou haſt beauty praiſd, let her ſole lookes dintine, 
Tudge if ought therein be amiſſe, and mendit by her eywe. 
If Chaſtrtie want ought or Temperance her dew, 
Behold her Princely mind aright; and write thy Oueene anev. 
eMeane-while ſhe ſhall perceine, how far her vertues ſore 
Aboue the reach of all that line, or ſuch aswrote of yoſ8* 
eAnd thereby will excuſe and fawour thy gogd will; 
Whoſe vertue cannot be expreſt, but by an Angels quill. 
Of me no lmes are loud, nor letters areofprice, . . _ 
| Of all which ſpeaks our Engliſh tongue, but thoſe of thy denice, 
W. R. 
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"oh the kali Shepheard. 


N Qz Li »,1 ſee by thynew takentaske, Thy louelyR o $ aL 11 Þ ſeemes now forlorne, | 
ſome ſacred fury hath'coricht thy braines, -. and all thy gentle MT.” | car. quighrt: 
That leades thy Mulc in haughty verſe to maske, Thy change art now h thy pipes in ſcorne, 


and loathe the laies that long to lowely ſwaines. thole prety pipes that did thy mates delight; 


That lifts thy notes from Shepheards vnto Kings, Thoſe truſtie mates, that loyed thee ſo well, .- . + + 
Se like rhe liucly Larke that mountng fings, Whom thou gau'it mirth : as they gaue thee the _ | 
q 3 
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To the learned Shepheard. 


_—_—___ Al "— 


Yer as thou carſt with thy ſweete roundelayes, 
did{t ſtirreto glecour laddes in homely bowers : 
So mougheſt chou now in theſe refined layes, 
delight the daintie cares of higher powers. 
And ſo moughtthey in their deep= 5skanning Skill, 
Allow and graccour CoLL1Ns flowing quill, 


And faire befal that Faerie Queene of thine, 

in whoſefaire eyes louc hinkt with vertue fits? 
Ecfuſing by thoſe beauries fiers diuine, 

ſuch high conceits into thy humble wits, 
As raifed hath poore paſtors oaten reedes, 
From ruſtick tunes, to chaunt heroick decedes. 


So mought thy Rederoſſe-Knight wi: h happy band 
victorous bein that faire Iland$ right: 

Which thou dooſt veile in Type of Faery Land, 
ELYZAS bleſled ficld, rhat A byon light. 

That ſhields her friends, and warres her mighty focs, 

Yer ſtill with people, peace, and plentie floes, 


But (iolly ſhepheard) rhough with pleaſing ſtile, 
thou feaſt the kumour of the Courtly traine : 
Let notconceitthy ferled ſenſe begwile; 
. ne daunted be t #0 ghenuy or diſdaine. 
Subic thy doometo her Empyring ſpright, _ 
From whencethy Muſe, and all the world takes light. 
Hobbynell, 


Ayre Thamis fircame, thatfrom Lv Þ s ſtately 
x unſt paying tribute ro the Ocean ſeas, (rowne, 
© © Letallthy Nymphes and Syrens of renowne 
Be filent, while this Bryztane Ox PHE vs ples: 
Neere thy ſweet banks, there lives thatfacred crowne, 
Whoſe hand ſtrowes Palme ahd neuer-dyiop baycs, 
Let all at once, with thy ſoft murmuring fowr.e 
Preſecot her with this worthy Pocts praycs. ; 
For he hath taught hie drifts in ſhepbeards weeds, 
And deepe conceits now fings in Faeries deeds. 


K.. 8: 


Raue Muſes, march in tryumph 2nd with praiſes, 
Our Goddefſe heere hath giuen you leaue to land: 
And bids this rare diſpenſer of your graces 
Bow downe his brow vnto her ſacred hand. 
Deſerts firds due in that moſt princely dome, 
Ta whoſe ſweet breſt are alithe Muſes bredde : 


So didthatgreat AvGvSTVS cuftin Roome 
With leaues of fame adorne his Pocts hedde, 
Faire be the guerdon of your Faery Queene, 
Fireſ thazthe world hath ſcenes 


B. B. 


Kucn of the 


—T 


WwW —_ ſtout Achilles heard of Heler ra pe, 
nd whar reuenge the States of Greece deyis' 

| eros, 5. ferght the fatall warres to ow 

In womans weedes him(clfe he then diſguis'd : : 
But this deuiſe Yl5jjes ſoone did ſpy, 
And broughthim forth, the chance of war to try; 


When Spenſer ſaw the fane was ſpred ſo large 
Through Faery-Land, of their renowned Queene ; 
Loth that his Muſe thould rake ſo greata charge, 
As in ſuch haughry matter to be ſecne, 
Toſeemea ſhepheard then he made his choice 
Bur Sidney heard him fing, and knew his yoice, ; 


And as Plyſſes broughtfaire Thetss ſonne 
From his retyred life ro menagearmes ; 
So Spenſer was by Sidneysſpecches wonne, 
To ulazc her fame, not fearing future harmes : 
For weli he knew, his Muſe would ſoone be 
| Inherhigh praife,thatallthe world admired. 


Yet as Achilles in thoſe warlike frayes, 
Did win the Palme from all the Grecian Peeres x 
- Sou now to his immortal! praite, 
ath wonae the Laurcll quite from; all his feereg, 
Whar though his taske exceed a humaine voy 
Heis cxcus'd, fith Sidney thought ic fir, 


. - 


O lopke vpon a worke of rare deuiſe 
T hewhich aworkman lctteth out to view, 
And votto yecid itthe deſerucd prite, 
7 hat vnto ſuch a workmanſhip is dew, 
Doth either prouc the zudgernevt to be naught, 
Or cle doth ſhew 2 mind with enuy fraught, 


To labour to commend apeece of worke, 
V\kich no man gors about to diſcommend, 
Wouls raiſe aicatou: doubt, that there did lurke 
Some ſecret doubr, whereto the praiſe d1d tend, 
For when men know the goodnes of the wine; 


| T'isncedlefle for the hoalt to haue a figne. 


Thus then to ſhew my indgementto be ſuch 

As can diſcerne of colours black, and white, 

As alls to free my min1from enuiestuch, 

That neuer giues to any man hisright, 
I heere pronoupcethis wotkmanſhip is fuch; 
As that no pen can (ct it forth too much, 


And thus I hang a garland atthedore, 
Not tfor to ſhew the goodnes of the ware: 
But ſuch hath becn the cuome heeretofore; 
And cuſtomes very hardly broken arc, 
And when your taſte dan te!l you this is trew; 


Thea looke you gue your hoaſt bis img dem 
Igweto, 
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To theright honourable Sir Chriflop 
Lord high Channcelor of England, &Cc. 
C0 
T Hoſe prudent heads, that with their counſels wiſe 
Whilomethe pillours of ch'earch did {uſtaine, 
And taught ambicious Romero tyrannilc, 
And in theneck of all the world to raine, 
Ofr from chole graue affaires were wonrabſtaine, 
With the ſweer Lady Mules for to play: 
So Ennmns theeider Africane, 
So Maro oft did Cſars cares allay. 
So you great Lord, that with your counſell ſway 
The burden of this kingdome mightily, 
Witch like delights ſomerimes may eke delay 
The rugged brow of carefull Policie: 
Ando thele idle runes lendlittle ſpace, 
Which for their cicles ſake may find moregrace. 
E, S. 


To the right honourable the Lo. Burleigh, Lord 


high Treaſurer of England. 


T 0 you right noble Lord, whoſe carefull breF# 
To menage of moſt prane affaires ts bent, 
And on whoſe mightie ſhoulders mo#t doth reſt 
The burden of this kingdomes gouernment, 
As the wide compaſſe of the firmament, 
On Atlas mighty ſhoulders is vpHaid; 
Vufitly 1theſe idle rimes preſent, 
The labour of loſt time, and wit vnſtaid : 

Yet if their deeper ſenſe be inly waid, . | 
And the dimwueile, with which from common view 
Their fairer parts are hid, aſide be laid, 

| Perhaps not vaine they may appeare to os. 
Such as they be, vouchſafe thens to receaue, 
And wipe their faults out of your _—_ grande, 


her Hatton»; 
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To the right honourab 
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e the Earle of Oxenford, 
Zord high Chamberlaine of England. 
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R Eceive moſt noble Lord, in gentle grec, 
The vnripe fruite of an vnready wit: 
, Which by thy countenauncedoth crauc to bee 
'Defended from foule Enuies poyſhous bir. 
W hich ſo to doe may thee right well beſir, 
Sith thrantiqueglory of thine anceſtry 
Vnder a ſhady veile is therein writ, 
Andeke thine ownelong liuing memory, 
Succeeding them in truenobiliry : 
Andallo for theloue, which thou dooſt beare 
Toth'Heliconian Imps,and they to thee ; 
They vncothee, and thou ro them moſt deare: 
Deareas thou art vnto thy ſeife, ſoloue 
Thar loues and honours thee, as doth behoue. 
E. 8&8. 


Sp To the right honourable the Earle of 
Northumberland. 


F He ſacred Muſes haue made alwaies clame 
To be the Nourſes of Nobility, 
And Regiſtres of enerla#ting fame; ©** 
Toall that armes profeſſe and chenalry. 
Then by like right the noble Progeny, 
Which them ſucceed in fame and worth, are tyde 
T* embrace the ſernice of ſweet Poetry, 
By whoſe endenours they are glorifide, 
CAndekefromall, of whom it u enuide, 
To patroni7e the authoar of their praiſe, 
Which giues them life, that elſe would ſoone hane dide, 
_Andcrownes their aſhes with immortall baies, 
To thee therefore right noble Lord, 1 ſend 
This preſent of my paines,it to defend. 
E. S$. 


+ Tothe right honourable the Earle 
of Cumberland. 


Fdoubred Lord, in whoſe courageous mind 
The flowre of cheualry riow blooſming faire, 
Doch promile fruic worthy che noble kind, 
Which of their praiſes haueleft you the haire; 
Toyou this humblepreſent I prepare, 
For louc of vertueand of Martiall praiſe. 
To which though nobly ye inclined are; 
 Asgoodly well yeſhewd in lateaſſaies, 
Yet braueenſlample of long paſled daies, 
In which true honour ye may faſhiond ſee, 
Tolike deſire of honour may yeraiſe, 
And fill your mind with magnanimitee. 
Receiueir Lord rherefore asit was ment, 
For honor of yourname and high deſcent. 
E.' '$. 


To the mot honourable and excellent Lord, the Earle 
of Eflex, Great Maiſter of the Horſe to her Highneſſe , and © 
: Knight ofthe Noble order of the Garter, &c. | 


M Agnificke Lord, whoſe vertues excellent 
| Doe merit a mot famous Poets wit; 
To be thy lining praiſes inftrument 
Tet doe not ſaeigne, to let thy name be writ 
In this baſe Poeme, for thee far unfit. 
Noueht is thy worth diſparaged thereby : 
But when my Muſe,whoſe feathers nothing flit 
Doe yet but flagge, and lowly learne to fly 
With bolder wing ſhall dare aloft to ſty 
To thelaſt praiſes of this Faery Queene, 
Then ſhall it make tore famous memory 
of thine Heroicke parts, ſuch as they beene. 
Till then vouchſafe thy noble countenaunce, 
To theſe firſt labours needed —_— ( 
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{» To the right honourable the Earle of 
Ormond and Ofſorie-. 


R Eceiue moſt noble Lord a ſimple taſte 
Ofche wilde fruit, which ſauage ſoyle hath bred, 
Which beeing through long wars left almoſt waſte, 
With brutiſh barbariſme1s ouerſpred: 
And in fo faire a Land, as may bercd, 
Not one Parna{/:e5, nor one Heiicon 
Left for ſ\iveer Mules to be harboured, 
Bur where thy ſelfe haſt thy braue manſion; 
There in deed dwell fatre Graces many one, 
And gentle Ny mphes; delights of learned wits, 
And in thy perſon withour Paragone 
All goodly bounty and truc honour its. 
Such therefore, as that waſted loyle doth yield, 
Recciue deare Lord in worth, the fruir of barren field. 
 - # 


Ta the right honourable the L6. Ch. Howard, Lo: 


high Admirallof England, Knight of the nobleorder of the Garter, 
and one of her Maieſties priuie Councell, &c. 


A X4 yee, brane Lord, whoſe goodly perſonage, 
And noble deeds each other garniſhing, 

Make you enſample to the preſent age, 

Of th'old Heroes, whoſe famous ofsprino 
The antique Poets wont ſomuch to ſing, 

In this ſame Pageant haue a worthy place, 

Sith thoſe buge ca#tles of Caſtilian king, 

' That vainly threatned kingdoms to diſplace, 

Like flying Doues ye did before youchace ; 

And that proud people waxen inſelent 

Through many vidtories, didſt fir deface : 

Thy praiſes everlating monument 
Is in this verſe engrauen ſemblably, 
That it may line te all peFerity. 
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To the 1ighr honourable the Lord of Hunſdon, 
High Chamberlaine to her Maie#ie. 


Enowned Lord, that for your worcthineſſe 
D And noble deeds haue your deſerued place; 
High in che fauour of that Empereſle, 
The worlds ſole glory, and herlexcs grace, 
Heere cke of right haue you a worthy place, 
Both for your necrne(s to char Faery 2 weene, 
And for your owne high merit in like caſe : 
Of which, apparant-proofe was to be ſeene, 
When thac tumultuous rageand fearefull deene 
Of Northerne rebels ye did pacihie, - 
Andiheir diſloyall powre defaced clene, 
Therecord of enduring memory. 
L'uc Lord for ever in this laſting verſe, 
Tha: all poſteritie thy honor may rcherſe, 
| E, S$. 


| iS To thz moſt reriowned an] valiant Lord,thie 
Lord Grey of Wilton, Knight of the noble 


order of the Garier, &c. 
M 05t noble Lord, the pillor of my life, 
And Patrone of my Muſes pupillage, 
Through whoſe large bountie poured on merife, 
In the fir #t ſea/on of my feeble ave, 
1now doe line, bound yowr sby waſſalage: 
Sith nothing euer may redeeme, nor reaue 
Out of 19ur endieſſe debt ſo ſure a gage, 
Vorchſafe it iporth this ſmall gift to receane, 
Which 1n your noble hands for pledge Ueawe 
Of all the re#t, that Jam tyde account; — 
Kude rimes, the which a ruſtick Muſe did weane 
In {anage ſoyle, far from P arnaſſo went, | 
CH nd roughly nrouht in an vnlearned Loome : 


E. The which vouthjafe deere Lord, your Je able done 
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To the right honourable the Lord of Buckhur#, 


one of her MaieFies prime Councell. 


I N vainelI thinke (right honourable Lord) 

By this rude rime romemorize thy name z 
Whole learned Muſe hath writ her ownerecord, 
In golden verſe, worthy immorrall fame: 

"Thou much more fir, (were lciſure ro the ſame) 
Thy gracious Soueraignes prailes ro compile, 
And her imperiall Mateſtic co frame, 

In lofric numbers and heroick tile. 

But ſich chou maiſt noc ſo, giuc leauea while 
To baſer wir, his power thercin to ſpend, 
Whoſe groſle defaulrs thy daintie pen may file, 
And vnaduiſed ouerſighrsamend. 

Bur cuermore vouchlafe ir ro maintaine 

Againſt vile Zoplus backbitings vaine. 

; E, S. 


« To the right honourable Sir fr. WalſmphanL., 
Knight, principall Secretarie to her Maieſtte, and 


of her honourable priuic Councell. 


Hat Mantuane Poets incompared ſpirit, 
Whoſe girlana now i ſet in bigheſt place, 
Had not Mecoenas for his worthy merit, 
It firſt aduann# to great Auguſtus grace, 
Might long (perhaps) haue lien m ſilence bace, 
Ne been ſo much admir'd of later age. 
This lowely Muſe, that learnes like ſteps to trace; 
Flies for like aide vnto your Patronage, 
That are the great Mecoenasof thi age, 
As well to all that cinill artes profeſſe, 
As thoſe that are inſpir'd with Martiall rage; 
_7 mes” "fron of her feebleneſſe: 
Which if ye yeeld, perhaps ye may her raiſe 
In bigger tunes to ſaund your lining praiſe. 
"Oe 'E & 
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& TO THE RIGHT NOS 
Lord and moſt valiant Capraine, Sir Joh. Noorris, 
Knight, Lord Preſident of Mounſter. 


V Hoeuer gauc more honourable prize 
To theſweet Muſe, then did the Martiallcrew:; 
Thar their braue deeds ſhe might immortalize 
In herſhrillcromp, and ſound theirpraiſes dew ? 
Who then ought moreto fauour her, then you 
Moſt noble Lord, the honor of this age, 
And Precedent of all that Armes enſue? 
Whoſe warlike prowefle and manly courage, 
Tempred with reaſon and aduizement ſage 
Hath fild ad Belgick with victorious ſpoile, 
In Franceand Ireland lefra famous gage, 
And lately ſhak'r the Luſitanian loile. 
Sith rhen cach where thou haſt diſſpred thy fame, 
Loue him, that hath eternized your name. 
E. &. 


Tothe noble and valorous Knight, Sir Wal. Raleigh, Lo. War- 


dein of the Stanneryes, and Lieutcnaunt of Cornwaile. 


T O thee that art the Sommers Nightingale, 
Thy ſoutraigne Goddeſſes moZt deare delight, 
Why doe 1ſend this ru#ick Madrigale, 
That may thy tunefull care vnſeaſon quite ? 
Thou onely fit this Argument towrite, 
In whoſe high thoughts Pleaſure hath built her bowre, 
And dainty loue learnd ſweetly to endite. 
My rimes I knowe vnſanory and ſowre, 
To taſte the ſtreames, that like a golden ſhowre 
Flowe from thy fruitfull head, of thy Lones praiſe, 
Fitter perhaps to thunder Martiall ſlowre, 
Ilhen ſo thee lift thy loftie Muſe to raiſe : 
Yet till that thou thy Ppeme wilt make knowne, 
Let thy faire Cinthias praiſes be thus rudely ſhowne. 


T0 THE RIGHT .HONOR A- 
ble and moſt vertuous Lady, the Counteſle 
of Penbrokev. 


Emembrance of that moſt Heroick ſpirit, 

The heavens pride, the glory of our daies, 
Which now criumpherh through immorrtall merit 
Of his braue vertues, crownd with laſting baies 

Of heauecnly bliſs and cvcrlaſting praies; 
Who firſt my Muledid lift our of the flore, 
To ing his fweer delights in lowlie lates 
Bids me moſtnoble Lady co adore 
His good!y image liuing euermore, | 
In the diuine reſemblance of your face 
Which with your vercues ye embelliſh more, 
And nariue beautic deck wich heauenly grace: _ 
For his, and for your owne eſpeciall ſake, 
Vouchlafe from him chis token in good worth to take. 
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